Minutes
Carlisle Democratic Town Committee Meeting
Thursday, January 23, 2025, 7:00 PM via Zoom
Attendance: Kenneth Deitch, David Erickson, Bridget Ferrari, Rebecca Morris, Francis Tacardon, Bob Wallhagen, Bev Young, Launa Zimmaro
1. Minutes

Bob Wallhagen moved to approve the minutes for 11/21/24, Morris seconded and the minutes were approved unanimously.
2. Treasurer’s report
There is currently $1321.86 in the account.

3. Discussion
Launa listened to the state Democratic Party discussion last week. She thought that it was  well done, they allotted 2 minutes to anyone who wished to speak and she found some of the content surprising.

Launa wants to submit some written comments. It is good at some level to hear what is on people's minds about why we are here now. It feels that it has value but limited utility. They are looking for a plan, people at the local level need to shore up the sense of community and support the state level. Launa has donated to Susan Crawford who is running for the Supreme Court in Wisconsin.

Bridget said that everyone is looking for effective ways to funnel their energy. Morris agrees with Launa about focusing on the WI Supreme Court race or any other special election; there will be a number of special elections--need to funnel our efforts in terms of money, phone banking, and post cards, we also need to focus on local issues. Morris asked how the state will respond to pressure from the Federal Government on immigration, abortion, funding cuts, and other issues. We need to be clear that we want to protect people now.

The Virginia governor's election is coming up, it is a big election and we need to get involved in that. We should start making a list of important elections and show people where to work effectively.

Launa said that democrats looked at people as ethnic groups but they needed to be aware of how their policies related to people and they needed to ensure people realized how they had benefited.

Francis asked about using social media. Bridget noted that conservatives watch Fox News and right-wing media, but the democrats have nothing similar. Morris said that we need to reach out locally. We can reach out to veterans’ groups and other local groups. We cannot control how people get their news but we can control locally. Launa agrees but we need to push the national organization to develop a media infrastructure.

Bob Wallhagen has gone to state meetings for 16-17 years and has been appalled by how conservative the state committee has been.

Launa suggests having local events to draw people in, Francis said we should find a speaker or do a panel. Erickson said that the GOP is trying to destroy the government. Ken agreed and thought that it is an issue to talk about although Morris thought it was too broad and that we should make it about Medicare, social security, and veterans’ benefits.

Rebecca and Launa will put a plan together so we get to work quickly.

Simon will attend the 2/27 meeting.

Bridget we will tentatively plan to meet in 2 weeks on February 6 at 7:00pm with our normal meeting on 2/27.

Bridget will send out quick notes.
4. Adjourn
The meeting adjourned at 8:37pm, there will be a special meeting on February 6 and the next regular meeting will be February 27.

